




Left: This 
Phoenician 
Cuneiform tablet 
describes the 
mythology of the 
Baal cycle. 

Below: 
Arrowheads 
from Iron Age III. 
Using a bow and 
arrow, Jehu shot 
King Joram in the 
Jezreel Valley. 

Second, he wanted the people to 
choose to follow either Yahweh or 
Baal. Wilen Yahweh powerfully 
demonstrated that He was able to 
answer His prophet's prayer, the peo
ple recognized Yahweh as the true 
God (v. 39) . Elijah then killed the 
prophets of Baal (v. 40). 

When Jezebel heard what Elijah 
had done: to the prophets of Baal, she 
threatened to kill Elijah. The prophet 
hid him self on Mount Horeb (or 
Sinai) . Horeb, God revealed 

Elijah and gave him a plan 
oveirtblrow Omrisdynasty (19:15-

was toanomt Hazael as 
andJehuaslsrael's king. 
was to a tp» .int Elishaa:; 

his successor. Elijah returned to Israel 
to carry out God's wishes, but he was 
able to carry out only the third of 
God's commands. Elisha was left to 
carry out the other two.3 

Jehu's Anointing 
Jehu's anointing took place while he 
was with the army at Ramoth Gilead 
and was preparing for war with 
Hazael, king of Syria (2 Kings 9: 1-13). 
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At that time, Elisha gave orders to one 
of his servants to anoint Jehu as king. 
Elisha's messenger came to Jehu, took 
him aside, poured oil on his head, and 
anointed him king of Israel (v. 6). 
This action further identified Israel 
as God's people, in contradistinction 
to those who worshiped Baal. 

Then in the name of Elisha, the 
messenger gave Jehu the order to 
utterly destroy the house of Ahab, thus 
to avenge the innocent blood shed by 
Ahab and Jezebel. After the prophet 
left, Jehu told his fellow officers what 
had just happened. The officers hasti
ly spread their garment~Jor)ehuto 
. stand on, blew the trumpets,and pro
claimed: "Jehuis Jqng!" (vU3): 

Jehu began to carry out his mis
sion immediately. He set off, together 
with a group of his horsemen, to 
Jezreel, where Joram (also known as 
Jehoram), a grandson of Ahab, king of 
Israel, was recovering from a battle 
wound (vv. 17-24). When Joram's 
watchman reported that Jehu was 
driving his chariot "furiously;' Joram 
sent messengers to Jehu, asking, "Do 
you come in peace?" (v. 17, NIV). 
When the messengers did not return, 
Joram, together with his cousin 
Ahaziah, king of Judah, went to meet 
Jehu. When Joram asked, "Have you 
come in peace, Jehu?" (v. 22, NIV) Jehu 
responded by denouncing the sins of 
Jezebel. Joram responded: "Treachery, 
Ahaziah!" (v. 23, NIV) . When Joram 
turned to escape, Jehu drew his bow 
and shot Joram in the back. Joram 
died in his own chariot. Jehu com
manded his aide to take Joram's body 
and throw it in Naboth's field. 
This action fulfilled Elijah's oracle 
concerning the death of Ahab's house. 

Jehu then proceeded to kill 
Judah's King Ahaziah (vv. 27-29). 
When Ahaziah saw that Jehu had 
killed Joram, Ahaziah fled, but Jehu's 
men caught up with him and wound
ed him (v. 27) . Ahaziah again escaped, 
but he died in Megiddo of his 
wounds. Aides took Ahaziah's body to 
Jerusalem and buried him in the 
tomb of the kings. 

The Death of Ahab's Family 
After killing Joram and Ahaziah, Jehu 
went to Jezreel to deal with Jezebel, 
the queen-mother. Jezebel, when told 
what had happened, prepared to meet 
her death with dignity: she painted 
her eyes, arranged her hair, and put 
on her royal garments. She exhibited 
her defiance in the face of death with 
her insulting words to Jehu: "Have 

S ou come in peace, Zimti, you mur~ 
; derer of your master-?" · (Y. 31,NIV): 
Jezebel's word~ refer to the murderc 
:9uS actions ofZimri who usurpe..4the;· 








